CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

Claim 1. A method for improving the spreading properties of fatty alcohol containing 

compositions comprising the step of acylating an effective amount fatty alcohols in the 
fatty alcohol containing composition, whereby the spreading properties are increased 
over the spreading properties originally exhibited. 

Claim 2. The method according to claim 1 wherein the step of acylating an effective amount of 
fatty alcohols in the fatty alcohol containing composition comprises the steps of 
providing an amount of fatty alcohol containing composition and adding an effective 
amount of acylating source to the fatty alcohol containing composition. 

Claim 3. The method according to claim 2 wherein the acylating source is acetyl chloride or 
acetic anhydride. 

Claim 4. The method according to claim 2 wherein the acylating source is butyryl chloride or 
butyric anhydride. 

Claim 5. The method according to claim 2 wherein the acylating source is propyryl chloride or 
propyric anhydride. 

Claim 6. The method according to claim 1 wherein the fatty alcohol containing composition is 
an oil or wax that contains fatty alcohols. 



Claim 7. The method according to claim 1 wherein the fatty alcohol containing composition is 
a relatively pure fatty alcohol. 

Claim 8. The method according to claim 1 wherein the fatty alcohols have one free hydroxy 
group, which is a primary, secondary or tertiary alcohol. 

5 Claim 9. The method according to claim 8 wherein the fatty alcohols are saturated. 

Claim 10. The method according to claim 8 wherein the fatty alcohols are at least mono- 
unsaturated. 

Claim 1 1 . The method according to claim 1 wherein the fatty alcohols have more than one free 
hydroxy group, each of which is a primary, secondary or tertiary alcohol. 

10 Claim 12. The method according to claim 1 1 wherein the fatty alcohols are saturated. 

Claim 13. The method according to claim 1 1 wherein the fatty alcohols are at least mono- 
unsaturated. 

Claim 14. A method for improving the spreading properties of fatty alcohol containing 

compositions comprising the steps providing an amount of fatty alcohol containing 
15 composition, and adding an effective amount of acylating source to the fatty alcohol 

containing composition, where the acylating source is R.COOCR, or R.COC1, where 
R, is an alkyl substituent of the acyl group having between 1 and 5 carbons, and wherein 
the whereby the spreading properties are increased over the spreading properties 
originally exhibited. 



Claim 15. The method according to claim 14 wherein the fatty alcohols have one free hydroxy 
group, which is a primary, secondary or tertiary alcohol. 

Claim 16. The method according to claim 15 wherein the fatty alcohols are saturated. 

Claim 17. The method according to claim 15 wherein the fatty alcohols are at least mono- 
5 unsaturated. 

Claim 18. The method according to claim 14 wherein the fatty alcohols have more than one free 
hydroxy group, each of which is a primary, secondary or tertiary alcohol. 

Claim 19. The method according to claim 18 wherein the fatty alcohols are saturated. 

Claim 20. The method according to claim 18 wherein the fatty alcohols are at least mono- 
10 unsaturated. 



